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Greetings to all in the Spirit! 

If there is one more thing that is certain in this world next to death and taxes, it is 
change. The past year in the life of the conference's leadership formation educational 
ministry has been marked by change— change in the form of growth, revelation, and 
continued anticipation. 

With the departure of Rev. Tim Downs, the interim presence of Rev. Randy Hyvonen, 
and now the arrival of Rev. June Boutwell who is being installed at the 2014 SEC Annual 
Meeting, there has been much change in the conference leadership. This has been both 
a timely blessing and a healthy challenge. Each conference minister's support for 
PATHWAYS— our online theological education program succeeding the TAP program- 
has been and is an invaluable source of continuation and growth of the program. 
Meanwhile, the PATHWAYS staff worked around establishing stability during the past 
year, making sure that the program is run smoothly and letting inquirers know that the 
program is live and well despite critical changes in leadership within the conference. 

There are several key factors that contribute to the success of the program thus far: 1) 
Grants from the Carpenter Foundation and the Essential Conference Ministry Fund 
funded nearly half of the program budget in the past year; 2) our continued covenantal 
partnership with the Iowa Conference allows recruitment of participant learners beyond 
our region; 3) excellent work of the course facilitators whose commitment and care 
continued to redefine distance learning experience for the learners; 4) practical and 
engaging curriculum design that is affordable and accessible; 5) participant learners' 
dedication and passion for learning and ministry; and 6) effective team of Advisory 
Committee and PATHWAYS staff. 

Currently, there are 21 participants enrolled in the program, and some celebratory 
remarks should be mentioned. The Level 2 pilot cohort has just completed the Level 2 
program (curriculum level designed to equip learners for licensed ministry) and has 
moved on to begin the Level 3 program (curriculum level designed to prepare ministers 
for ordination in the UCC) as of March 2014. The five Level 2 graduates, each serving in 
pastoral positions in local churches across Iowa and Tennessee, are expected to 
complete the Advanced Level in the fall of 2015. 



other participants who are in the 1^* and 2"*^ year of the Level 1 program are advancing 
well, affirming the effectiveness of the pedagogical approach of the program. Detailed 
information on the PATHWAYS program can be found at www.tasc21.net, the home of 
PATHWAYS online learning platform. 

There are some noteworthy upcoming events in the life of PATHWAYS: 1) Global 
Theological Education (GTE) Immersion Trip is scheduled to take place in the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation in Montana on August 23~29, 2014. Participants from Southeast and 
Iowa Conferences will join to explore the study topic of "Deep Symbols and Eco- 
Spirituality" in the Northwestern Native American communities and at the Glacier Park. 
Financial support from the UCC's Brown Fund for this event was granted earlier this year; 
2) Fall Admission for 2014 - we are now accepting new applications for the launch of a 
new Level 1 cohort. Lay and authorized ministers who wish to further their learning in 
theology and ministerial training are invited to apply. Apply at www.tasc21.net by 
September 1, 2014. 

At the 2014 Southeast Conference Annual Meeting, the PATHWAYS Workshop will be 
held on Saturday morning (6/21/14, 10:45 am - 12 pm). Join us for a time of Panel 
Discussion on the topic of "Theological Formation and Ministry: Blazing a New Trail in 
Equipping Today's Leaders." We will be exploring how PATHWAYS, as an alternate 
pattern of theological education, can meet the challenge of equipping future ministerial 
leaders in a changing world. The workshop will also be an opportunity to celebrate the 
hard work produced by PATHWAYS participants, facilitators, curriculum developers. 
Advisory Committee members, and staff in the past year. 

Praise to the still speaking God who continues to challenge, guide, and enlighten us! 



Sincerely, 




Sarah Kim 



